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23 January 6, 1899 

cent? asked Dr. Nunc- de Andrade, and he answers, Evidently, the 
sudden increase of the population from 1889 up to this date, in conse- 
quence of which the rate of 2.5 per cent no longer represents the real 
increase as it did at one time. Therefore, the year 1898 figures with 
the difference between the arrivals and departures in 1897, and the 
estimate of 750,000 must be considered as that of the minimum popu- 
lation of Rio de Janeiro. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health of this office : November 26, steamship British 
Prince, British, for New York ; bark Baltimore, American, for Balti- 
more. November 28, steamship Bellenden, British, for New York ; steam- 
ship Etona, British, for New York. November 30, steamship Cyprian 
Prince, British, for New York. 

Eespectfully, yours, W. Havelburg, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

CUBA. 

Sanitary report from Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, December ££, 1898. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended Thursday, December 22 : 

The death rate is slowly decreasing each week ; the present week 
shows the lowest mortality since the early spring. The only death from 
yellow fever occurred in one of the military hospitals. There was a 
marked decrease of deaths from enteric fever compared with the pre- 
vious week. 

The Spanish troops are being rapidly brought in from the country 
districts to embark for Spain, and the sugar warehouses which line the 
water front are filled with these troops ; the wharves connected with 
these warehouses are so filled up with human excrement that masters 
of vessels have again refused to allow their vessels to go alongside the 
wharves. There must be about 7,000 soldiers occupying these ware- 
houses and all the excreta from these troops are piled up on the wharf 
front. 

Transports bringing troops and supplies still continue to go to San 
Jose "Wharf, where they lie from two to four days. The Chester and 
MinneuasJca are now there. 

Passenger steamers plying between ports in Florida and Habana are 
remaining in this harbor either all night or a great portion of it. I have 
been asked to inspect these vessels during the night time, and have 
refused to do so, feeling and knowing the necessity of 'having every 
chance to observe the conduct of those persons connected with the 
vessel. 

I would state that the British steamship Laughton became infected 
with yellow fever at the Begla wharves in November, the disease 
developing two days after her departure from Habana ; there were 4 cases 
and 1 death. This information I have just received on her return to 
Habana. 

Very respectfully, W. F. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon-Gexeral, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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Mortality of the city of Habanafor the week ended Thursday, December $2, 1898. 



Cause of death. 



Yellow fever 

Enteric fever 

Pernicious fever 

Malarial fever 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Enteritis 

Grippe 

Starvation 

Pneumonia 

Tuberculosis 

Deaths from all causes 

Deaths in the military hospitals from yellow fever- 
Deaths in the city from yellow fever 

Deaths in the civil hospitals from yellow fever 

Annual ratio per 1,000 



Total. 



1 

18 

21 

42 

1 

28 

68 

2 

1 

2 

42 

387 

1 





100.62 



Sanitary report from Hdbana. 

Habana, Cuba, December 30, 1898. 

Sir : The following report for the week ended Thursday, December 
29, 1898, is respectfully submitted. From the mortality report it will 
be observed that the death rate is declining. There were 3 deaths from 
yellow fever, 1 occurred in a military hospital, the other 2 occurred in 
the city near the harbor. Two cases of smallpox were brought to this 
city yesterday from Barcelona, on the Spanish steamship Buenos Ayres, 
a vessel which will take Spanish soldiers back to Spain. I have not 
located where these cases were sent, although I am told that they were 
taken to the Eeina Mercedes, a civil hospital. 

A case of smallpox developed in the camp of the One Hundred and 
Sixty-first Indiana Eegiment yesterday, and this office was called on for 
vaccine virus by the chief medical officer of the Seventh Army Corps, 
and as much virus as could be spared was sent him. These cases are 
the first that have appeared in Habana in several weeks, and I believe 
that the case in the American camp must have originated from contact 
with the country people. I would recommend that all soldiers return- 
ing to the United States be required to pass examination at this office. 
This examination has been carried out and has developed the fact that 
so far as the volunteers are concerned vaccination has not been required 
on enlistment. 

Deaths from malarial fevers show an increase over those of the pre- 
ceding week. I look for a decreased death rate during the next few 
months, which will be due to American control. 

"While the winter is somewhat advanced without any practical sani- 
tary work having been performed, still the first four months of the 
year leave considerable time in which intelligent efforts well applied 
can be made toward sanitation that must have salutary effect on the 
health of the city. This work must be planned and begun immediately. 
The sanitary conditions here are unusually bad. A city which has in 
its streets and in some of its oldest buildings the filth of centuries and 
in which yellow fever has been endemic for one hundred and sixty- 
eight years presents no easy task even to the alert progressive American. 

All of the military hospitals but one have been or will be abandoned 
by January 1. The filthiest one, San Ambrosio, located near Talla- 



